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Agenda
• Introduction: United Nations Agenda 2030

• Libraries: essential partners for the Agenda 
2030

• IFLA Library Map of the World: SDG Stories
• UCC Library, Cork, Ireland

• IFLA / ENSULIB

• What is a Green Library?
• Definition

• Examples

• Let’s go green – outside the library box!

https://www.ulebelt.nl/site/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/SDG-goals-logo.jpg

https://www.ulebelt.nl/site/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/SDG-goals-logo.jpg


United Nations Agenda 2030

• Published 2015

• 17 Goals adopted by all United 
Nations Member States

• 15-year plan to achieve the 17 
Goals

• Universal call to all to action

• To end poverty, protect the planet 
and improve the lives and 
prospects of everyone, everywhere 

https://sdgs.un.org/publications/transforming-our-world-2030-agenda-sustainable-development-17981

https://sdgs.un.org/publications/transforming-our-world-2030-agenda-sustainable-development-17981




IFLA - the Global Voice of Libraries and Their Users

IFLA involved with the 
creation of the UN Agenda 
2030 

• advocating for inclusion of
• access to information,

• safeguarding of cultural 
heritage,

• universal literacy, 

• and access to information and 
communication technologies 
(ICT)

https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/hq/topics/libraries-development/images/sdgs-banner.jpg

https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/hq/topics/libraries-development/images/sdgs-banner.jpg


Covid-19 vs. SDGs – Lessons learned

• COVID-19 can be seen as a warning to mankind.

• The cause of the emergence and spread of the pandemic is the 
careless management of our natural resources that need to be 
protected.

• The world needs to recover not only from Covid-19 but from the 
ruthless exploitation of their resources.

• The SDGs show us the way out of this crisis, which can be seen as an 
opportunity.

• Libraries positioning themselves as advocates and ambassadors of the 
2030 Agenda thus assume a vital role in society.



Libraries - Key Institutions for Achieving the Goals

• Libraries are key 
institutions for achieving 
the Goals

• Libraries are well 
positioned to contribute 
to the Sustainable 
Development Goals

• Network of at least 2.3 
million institutions

• Global reach and the 
ability to understand and 
respond to local needs 
and priorities

https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/hq/topics/libraries-development/documents/sdgs-insert.pdf

https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/hq/topics/libraries-development/documents/sdgs-insert.pdf


Libraries - Key Institutions for Achieving the Goals



https://www.ifla.org/publications/sustainability-is-libraries-business-libraries-and-sustainable-development
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/hq/topics/libraries-development/documents/sustainability-is-libraries-business-de.pdf

Libraries and the UN Agenda 2030 

• Guarantor for access to 
reliable information

• Prerequisite for achieving the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals

• IFLA/Libraries as advocates for
the UN Agenda 2030

• “Sustainability is Libraries’ 
Business!“
• Exemplars, Educators, Enablers

• More than “information”!

https://www.ifla.org/publications/sustainability-is-libraries-business-libraries-and-sustainable-development
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/hq/topics/libraries-development/documents/sustainability-is-libraries-business-de.pdf


• Worldwide examples
• How libraries 

contribute to the 
implementation of the 
SDGs in their 
communities

• Different contexts:
• large national or 

university libraries
• small public, school 

or mobile libraries. 

IFLA's "Library Map of the World“: SDG Stories

https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories

https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories


• Libraries: essential 
providers of access 
to medical 
research 

• Public access to 
health information 
helps to be better 
informed about 
health issues

SDG Stories



• Terms
• “academic”
• “University”
• “High School”
• …

SDG Stories



• Ireland
• Two stories
• University College 

Cork (UCC) Library

SDG Stories



University College Cork (UCC) Library • Sustainability
Campaign

• „Love Our
Library“

• Green team
• Library staff
• Univ‘s energy

manager
• Sustainability

officer
• …

• Focus
• Waste 

management
• Energy / water 

use
• Improve library 

operations
https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories/Ireland/LIBRARY%E2%80%99S-CAMPAIGN-IMPROVES-
SUSTAINABILITY-AND-DECREASES-RESOURCE-CONSUMPTION/155

https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories/Ireland/LIBRARY%E2%80%99S-CAMPAIGN-IMPROVES-SUSTAINABILITY-AND-DECREASES-RESOURCE-CONSUMPTION/155


University College Cork (UCC) Library • Sustainability
Campaign

• „Love Our
Library“

• Entire University 
community 
impacted
• University staff
• Students

• Social Media

• Influencing 
people's 
behaviour

• SDG ethos: “Think 
globally: act 
locally”

https://www.ifla.org/ifla-green-library-award-2019-winners-announced/

https://www.ifla.org/ifla-green-library-award-2019-winners-announced/


University College 
Cork (UCC) Library

• Re-balanced 
air ventilation and heating 
systems

• Lights turned off centrally 
in low occupancy areas 
during the summer 
months

• Energy savings of €20,000 
over 6 month

• Savings reinvested in the 
library

• Used for further 
environmental measures

• Air barrier at the front 
entrance to the library



University College Cork (UCC) 
Library

• E-Bikes freely available to Library 
staff



University College Cork 
(UCC) Library

• Recycling & Waste Management

• Binless Office

• Centralised Waste Ccollection

https://libguides.ucc.ie/librarysustainability/recycling

https://libguides.ucc.ie/librarysustainability/recycling


University College Cork 
(UCC) Library

• Suggestions/Comments Board

• Suggestions

• Comments

„We do our best to act on these 
suggestions where we can.”

https://libguides.ucc.ie/librarysustainability/welcome

https://libguides.ucc.ie/librarysustainability/welcome


• Projects
• Book publications
• Checklists
• Green Library Website
• ENSULIB Newsletter
• ENSULIB Webinars
• Tools for Green Libraries

• IFLA Congresses
• IFLA Green Library Award
• Social media:

• Facebook
• Twitter
• Instagram
• YouTube
• SlideShare

Mailinglist



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CF1iTC6pqbg&t=2s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CF1iTC6pqbg&t=2s


Coming soon: 
Greek translation!



ENSULIB’s book projects are all available with …

… Open Access!
https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee

https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee




What is a Green Library?

• The Green Library 
definition

• Available in 15 
languages …

• … including Greek!

https://www.ifla.org/ifla-green-library-definition/

https://www.ifla.org/ifla-green-library-definition/


Green Libraries – Sustainable Libraries

A green and sustainable library
• takes into account

• environmental, 
• economic 
• and social sustainability

• may be of any size, but should have a clear 
sustainability agenda, … 

… which includes …



Green Libraries – Sustainable Libraries

• Green buildings and equipment

• Green office principles 

• Sustainable economy 

• Sustainable library services 

• Social sustainability

• Environmental management

• Commitment to general environmental goals and 
programmes

Some examples >>>>>



Green Libraries – Sustainable Libraries
Green buildings and equipment • Emissions, carbon footprint

• Photovoltaik
• Green roofs / Gardening projects

• “Campus Gardening” 
Ruhr University Bochum, Germany

• Certificates
• LEED
• BREAM

• Green facility management
• Lightening
• Heating
• Water management
• Cleaning …

https://www.nachhaltigkeit.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/nhb/projekte/campus_gardening.html.de

https://www.nachhaltigkeit.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/nhb/projekte/campus_gardening.html.de


Green Libraries – Sustainable Libraries
Green office principles

• Operational routines and processes
• Waste minimization
• Improving purchasing
• Recycling
• Double-sided printing
• Scan instead of print
• Going digital
• Turn computers off (not only) at night
• BYO (Bring your own ) Bottle
• …

https://www.vpul.upenn.edu/pwc/files/Rethink_poster_office_300dpi_resize.jpg

https://www.vpul.upenn.edu/pwc/files/Rethink_poster_office_300dpi_resize.jpg


Green Libraries – Sustainable Libraries
Sustainable economy

• Consumption restrained, 
circular and sharing 
economy practices

• “I believe you have my 
Stapler” - How to 
encourage Reuse with an 
Office Supply Program

“Cookbook” – Association of College and Research Libraries (Div. of ALA)



Green Libraries – Sustainable Libraries
Sustainable library services

• Information, shared spaces, 
devices, education, positive carbon 
handprint
• The Philological Library in Berlin, Germany
• Bicycle ergometer equipped with a small 

book reading table
• Generates electricity for charging mobile 

phones or laptops 
• “Charge your brain

– Charge your phone”



Green Libraries – Sustainable Libraries
Social sustainability

• Education

• Literacy

• Community 
engagement

• Cross cultural diversity

• Social inclusion

• Participation

• Reduced inequality



Green Libraries – Sustainable Libraries
Environmental management

• Deliberate environmental goals, 
decrease own negative impact on 
environment

• Environmental policy: implementation 
and the results of environmental work 
communicated to a broader audience

• Rangsit University Library , Thailand

https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/environmental-sustainability-
and-libraries/documents/thailand_univlibrsustenvmanagemreport2020.pdf

https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/environmental-sustainability-and-libraries/documents/thailand_univlibrsustenvmanagemreport2020.pdf


Green Libraries – Sustainable Libraries
Commitment to general environmental goals and programmes

• Clear 
commitment

• SDGs

• Visibility:
• Website

• Entrance

Free download: 
https://repository.ifla.org/handle/123456789/670

https://repository.ifla.org/handle/123456789/670


Let’s go green – outside the library 
box!
• Look for strong partnerships outside the library 

community!

• Invite politicians to your Green Library events!

• Invite local and regional press representatives to your 
Green Library events!

• Invite local and regional broadcast representatives to 
your Green Library events!

• Write and publish inspiring articles for the local and 
regional press!

• Present your Green Library prominently at local and 
regional cultural events!

• Support actively your politicians to popularize the SDGs!

• Establish your Green Library as an excellent event 
location!



Thank you!

https://www.ifla.org/publications/sustainability-is-libraries-business-libraries-and-sustainable-development

Dr. Petra Hauke
petra.hauke@hu-berlin.de

https://www.ifla.org/publications/sustainability-is-libraries-business-libraries-and-sustainable-development

