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OA continues to grow and it is now 50%+  of total articles published

All OA Closed

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 August 2022*

*as of August 30th, 2022. Based on data from Dimensions, Digital Sciences

Over the past 5 years total OA 
publishing grew by an average 
of 10% each year, while closed 

(subscription) only by 3%.

Interestingly, with almost 50% 
of articles published OA, 

transformative agreements 
(pay to read) should decrease 

in significance.



41,509 

74,709 

114,919 

175,509 

242,275 

112,000 

 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

 250,000

 300,000

MDPI published articles 2017 till August 30th, 2022

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 August 2022*

MDPI and OA papers published

*as of August 30th, 2022. Based on data from Dimensions, Digital Sciences

Our affordable APCs, rapid 
publication times combined 

with robust editorial practices 
and continuous support for 

OA have increased the number 
and the quality of papers 

published. 



Throughout 2021 65 new journals have been 
added to the top 3 databases, bringing the 
total to:
• 205 in Web of Science
• 179 in Scopus
• 83 in PubMed/PMC

As of June 2023, 211 MDPI journals 
(75%  of our journals, min 3 years  old) 
will have an Impact Factor.

Indexing in 2021



MDPI’s journals – quality and impact

Based on Dimensions data, MDPI articles receive a higher number of citations (mean) than the average of all OA 
publications, but relatively lower than the traditional publishers. Almost 44% of all papers published by MDPI have 
been shared or cited via social media channels (Altmetrics), significantly more than the industry average.

Looking at Web of Science’s metrics, OA papers published by MDPI are constantly cited and the average number of 
citation is not far from the overall average or the traditional publishers. Using the Category Normalized Citation 
Impact (CNCI), MDPI’s performance is in line with Elsevier’s and higher than Springer Nature’s. 



Greece and OA
Greece’s ranking in the world in terms of OA articles published. 
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Publications in subscription journals Publications in OA Journals

Greece – Where do institutions publish?

Data from Dimensions



Greece – publishers of choice
Transformative agreements and subscriptions, continue to influence the publisher of choice (2017 – 2022)

Top publishers (OA and non-OA) Top publishers (OA only)

Data from Dimensions



Greece & MDPI

Articles published with MDPI Total number of citations for MDPI published papers

9.46 
citations 
(mean)

Data from Dimensions



Dimensions Web of Science

Total OA Published 2017 -
2022

Citations per paper 
(mean)

Altmetrics (% of 
papers shared online 

at least once)

Total OA 
Published 2017 -

2022
Citations per paper 

(mean)

Category 
Normalised 

Citation Impact 
(CNCI)

All OA Published in Greece 65,425 12.76 52.26% 80,946 10.81 1.32

MDPI 9,165 9.46 55% 9,917 6.1 1.01

Elsevier 11,441 16.09 45.47% 17,961 11.71 1.43

Springer Nature 8,638 16.41 61.96% 12,452 7.48 0.97

Willey 3,205 21.98 69.73% 5,809 11.56 1.23

OUP 2,561 14.56 53.42% 1,934 10.03 1.644

IEEE 2,338 12.62 19.97% 2,117 11.97 1.39

Frontiers 1,982 10.74 92.63% 1,088 6.172 0.87

Publishers Compared  
Greek OA papers quality and impact

Based on Dimensions data, MDPI articles receive a slightly lower number of citations (mean) than the average of all
OA publications. We get a higher impact on the social media channels (Altmetrics). 55% of the articles are mentioned
in the social media.
Looking at Web of Science’s metrics, OA papers published by MDPI are slightly below the average of all the OA
publications. Using the Category Normalized Citation Impact (CNCI), MDPI’s performance is in line with Springer
Nature.
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