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ABSTRACT


Women’s voices in music have been present since the beginning of time but were not necessarily acknowledged. The names of some these early women composers of music began to appear in the 1980s but most of the women  composers brought forth were usually those names and contributions of Western European and American women creators.  For the longest time, Hildegard of Bingen was historically considered the earliest woman composer. Even though Hildegard’s contributions are important, she was not the earliest and certainly not even the most innovative woman composer.

This presentation will be a historical, visual, and musical talk on the earliest women in music from Antiquity  through the Medieval period and of importance all of these pioneering women creators of music come from a Hellenistic, Byzantine heritage. The lecture will discuss the fame and important innovative contributions of some of the more prominent women. Although there is a wide span of time for these women creators, there is a usually a common theme that is singularly voiced  in their contributions.  These women were revolutionary for their times and deserve to be acknowledged finally for paving the way for the sisterhood of musicians that followed.
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Prof. Diane Touliatos is a distinguished musicologist.
She was among nine distinguished international artists and art scholars to receive the golden medallion of Rigas Velestinis on May 8, 2007 in Athens, Greece. This medallion was awarded by the President of Greece to distinguished international pioneering innovators and artists, who have promoted and united the common cultures of Greece and other Balkan nations. Furthermore, Dr. Touliatos was appointed a University of Missouri Curators' (Distinguished) Professor effective September 1, 2007. The appointment was approved by the Board of Curators of the University of Missouri system.

Touliatos’s  books in international presses include: The Byzantine Amomos Chant of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries; Catalogue of the Byzantine Musical Manuscripts in the Vatican; Descriptive Catalogue of the Musical Manuscripts of the National Library of Greece (Ashgate: 2010-- 700+pp); WOMEN in the ARTS: Eccentric Essays in Music, Visual Arts and Literature ( Cambridge Scholars Press, 2010).
She has also published over 70 full-length articles in scholarly refereed journals on various aspects of Ancient Greek, Eastern Medieval Chant, and women composers. 
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