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ENGLISH ABSTRACT
Gog and Magog: The Wanderings of Peoples and Religious Traditions from early
India

Asterios-Evangelos Kechagias
Dr. of Theology, Faculty of Theology, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

Postdoctoral Researcher, W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research, Jerusalem

Abstract: The names Gog and Magog appear several times in the Bible. The name “Gog” seems
to have been the name of an ancient king, while the name “Magog” is sometimes used as the name
of a nation and sometimes as the name of a place. Both of these names appear in parallel in
apocalyptic texts, such as the book of Ezekiel or the book of Revelation, to denote the hostile
armies that will appear at the end of days to punish God’s people or humanity in general.
Nevertheless, the exact meaning and the actual identity of the names Gog and Magog have
puzzled both ancient writers and modern biblical scholars to a tremendous degree, and so far no
definitive answer has been given. My presentation will provide new evidence towards an entirely
new interpretation of these names, which emerges from a parallel reading of several ancient
sources of different origins (ancient Greek, biblical, Mesopotamian and Sanskrit). All these
sources seem to agree with each other on the actual content and identity of these enigmatic figures
and hint at the existence of a strange but broad ancient religious tradition, branches of which can
be found in several different geographical locations (from India and Mesopotamia to Anatolia and
the Aegean), with protagonists bearing different versions of the same name (Og, Gog, Ogygus,
Gyges, etc.). According to this new perspective, the names Gog and Magog seem to be more
closely associated with specific peoples and traditions of ancient India, which seem to have
gradually travelled westwards, reaching the Near East and the Mediterranean.
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EAAHNIKH IMEPIAHYH
"oy kor Moayoy: Ot Ilepummiavioeig Aanv kol @pnokevtikdv [apaddcewv e
[Tpodung Ivoiag
Aotéproc-Evayyehog Keyoyrdg
Ap. Ocotoyiog, Tunuoa Ocoloyiag, A.11.6.
Metadidaxtopixog epeovnig, Ivotitovto Apyaiotoyikav Epeovaov W. F. Albright, Iepovaalnu,
lopanA.

Ta ovopota IN'oy kor Maydy epeavifovion apketég eopég otn Bifro. To dvopa «I'oy» eaivetot
otLfTav dvopa evog apyaiov Bactid, evd To dvopa «Maymy» ¥pNoUYLOTOLEiTal GAALOTE G OVOLLL
Aaov Ko AAL0TE w¢ dvopa Tomobeoiag. Kot ta 600 avtd ovopata epeaviovion maparlAimg o
OTOKOALTTTIKG Kelpeva, 6mwg to PiAio tov leleknd 1) to Biffdio tng AmokdAivyng tov lodvvn, yia
v SNAMOOVY TOVG £XOP1KOVE 6TPaTOVS TOL O ELPAVIGTOVY GTO TEAOG TMV NUEPDV Y10 VO
TILOPNGOLV TOV Aad Tov B0V N TNV avBpordtra yevikdtepa. [Tap’ Ola avtd, 1 akpPng
onuocio Kot 1 TPOYUOTIKY TVTOTNTA TV ovoudtov ['oy kot Maydy éxovv tpofAnuaticet o
1epdoTio Babio TOG0 ToVg apyaiovg cuyypaPelg OGO Kt TOLG cUYYPOvoLS pHeAeTnTég TS BifAov
Ko ¢ Eyydc Avatoing, kot uéypt otiyung dev €xetl 0obel oprotikn amdvinon. H mapovciaon pov
0o TapovoIdoEL VEX GTOLYEID TTPOG 0L EVIEAMG VEN EPUNVELL QVTMOV TOV OVOUAT®V, 1] OTToid
TPOKVITEL OO TNV TAPAAANAT AVAYVOOT] TOADY apYOimV TNY®OV S1POPETIKNG TPOEAELGTG
(apyoroeAinvikéc, PPAKES, HEGOTOTOUIOKESG KOl GOVOKPITIKES). OAec ovTEG 01 TYEC PaiveTal Vo
CLUP®VOVV HETAED TOVG GYETIKA LE TO TPAYUATIKO TEPLEXOUEVO KOL TNV TOVTOTNTO AVTOV TOV
OLVIYHOTIKOV HOPP®V Kol VTOdNAdVOLVY TV vrapén piag topdéevng adid gvpelog apyaiog
BpnokevTIKNG TOPAGOoNC, TAPUKAALN TNG OTTO10G EVTOTILOVTOL GE SLUPOPETIKES YEMYPOUPIKES
tonofeciec (amd v Ivdia kot t Mecomotapio og v Avatorio Kot To Atyaio), pe
TPOTAYOVIGTEG TOV PEPOVV SLUPOPETIKEG EKOOYES TOL 1010V ovopatog (Qy, I'my, Qyvyoc, [Myng
K.ATL). ZOHQ®@VO LE 0VTH TN VEX TPOOTTIKT, Tat ovopata ['wy kot Maydy eaivetal va cuvoéovton
OTEVOTEPO LE GLYKEKPIUEVOLG A0S Ko Tapadocelg e apyaiog Ivoiag, ol omoiot paivetat va
ta&ideyav oTadlokd Tpog ta dSuTiKd, PTavovtos oty Eyydg AvatoAn kot ) Meosodyeto.
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ENGLISH CV

Asterios-Evangelos Kechagias is currently a postdoctoral fellow at the W. F. Albright Institute of
Archaeology in Jerusalem, Israel. He has studied Theology (B.A. 2012), Biblical Studies (M.A.
2014) and modern German philosophy (M.A. 2016) at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,
Greece, and received his Ph.D. in Biblical Studies and Ancient Near East in 2021 from the same
University. During the last years of his doctoral studies he was on a scholarship in Israel to study
ancient languages at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (2018-2021). He then carried out
postdoctoral research at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem on issues of ancient Babylonian and
Greek astronomy (2021-2022). Both in Greece and during his studies at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem he studied various ancient languages stretching from the Mediterranean to India,
including ancient Greek, Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic, Akkadian, Sumerian, and Sanskrit. His
main areas of research include biblical studies; ancient Near Eastern, Indian and Mediterranean
history, archaeology, geography and linguistics; and currently he is focusing on cross-cultural
contacts between India and the Mediterranean during the third and second millennia BCE.

EAAHNIKO BIOT'PA®IKO

O Aoctépoc-Evdyyehoc Keyxayiag elvor  petadidaxtopwds epevvntig oto  Ivetitovto
Apyaroroyikov Epgovarv W. F. Albright otv Iepovcainp. Znovdace Ocoroyia (mruyio 2012),
Bipiucéc Znovdég (petamtuytaxd 2014) kar cOyypovn yepUOVIKT erAocooia (petamtuyloko 2016)
ot0 Apototéreo Tlavemotiuo Oecoalovikng kot lofe To OO0KTOPIKO TOL SimAMUO OTIG
Biplucéc Zmovdég ko v Apyaio Eyydc Avatodn 1o 2021 and to id10 ITavemotypo. Katd ™
OlAPKELDL TOV TEAELTAIOV ETOV TOL dOOKTOPIKOD TOV, Ppédnke ¢ vVIOTPoPog oto Iopanh pe
otoyo T pelétn apyoiov yAowoomv oto Efpaikd Tlavemotiuo Iepocorduwmv (2018-2021).
Koatoémv mpaypatonoince petaddoktopikn €pevva 610 1010 TOVETIGTAUIO Thve o€ (ntiuata
apyaiog Bapuioviakng kot EAAnvikng actpovopiag (2021-2022). Téoco oty EAAGSe 660 Kot
Kot T ddpkela TV 6movd®Vv Tov 6to ERpaikd avemotuio [epocordbpmv 6modoace d1dpopeg
apyoieg yYAdooeg mov ekteivovion and 1 Mecsodyswo émg v Ivdia, cvopneprrapfavopévng mg
apyoiag EMANVIKNG, TG PPAIKNG ePpaikng Kot opapaikng, TG OKKAOIKNG, TNG COVUEPLOKNG, TNG
oavoKkpTikng kot aAhov. Ot kdprot topelg g pguvag tov mepthapfavouy tig PifAucés omovdic,
mv apyoio otopia, apyororoyio kot yewypaeia ™G Eyydg AvatoArg, ¢ Ivdiag ko tng
Mecoyeiov evd to TeEleLTAIO OACTNA EIVOL EMKEVTIPMOUEVOS GTIC OLATOMTICUIKES EMAPESG LETAED
Ivdiog ko Meooyeiov katd tnv Tpitn ko ™ devTEPT YMeTio . X.
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